At pages 63 and 64 of the Indian Medical Gazette for April, 1871, will be found a few remarks having reference to the above subject.
I there stated that amongst the objections to the indiscriminate use of quinine subcutaneously was the danger of causing. tetanus, and related one case of the disease us having occurred in my own practice* I have now to record two more deaths from tetanus, resulting from abscesses produced at the site of injection.
In the first of these, the ordinary sulphate of quinine was used in solution with citric acid, but in the last, neutral or soluble quinine without any free acid was employed. Both the injections were given by the Jail Hospital Native Doctor, who states that in the last the quinine was in a perfectly clear solution. An abscess formed at the site of puncture a few days sxibsequent to the injection, and both men died within twenty hours from the first appearance of tetanic symptoms.
In the cases in which I have myself employed the neutral quinine, dissolved in distilled water, in the proportion of 4 grains of the former to, 40 minims of the latter, no irritation has resulted. I think it but right to make known the fact that tetanus does occasionally occur as a result of the hypodermic use of quinine, and to record my opinion that this medicine should only be employed subcutaneOusly, when its administration by the mouth or rectum is, owing to great gastric irritability, or the presence of diarrhoea, inadmissible.
In dangerous cases of intermittent or remittent fevers, or where it is of importance that the next exacerbation should be checked, we should certainly be justified in using quinine subcutaneously.
It may bo said that the occurrence of these three cases of tetanus was a mere coincidence, as this disease is known to arise in some persons from apparently very trivial causes; yet it is very strange, that of the thousands I have vaccinated, and the hundreds who have been blistered, leeched, and operated upon by me, during a jjractice of seventeen years, none have suffered from tetanus.
Certainly, I have met with several cases of the disease as the result of accidental wounds, and occurring idiopathically; neverthless, I have formed an opinion that there is something in quinine which may particularly irritate the afferent nerves, or else, that the malarial cachexia itself, in some way, causes a predisposition to tetanus. Sehore, C. I., February 14th, 1872.
